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REVIEW OF THE SUDANESE
SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROBLEM S

Dr. Magda Ismail A. Mohsin

The article gives an overall picture of the presatio-economic problems of
the Sudan. It argues that the government aloneotdrandle the process of
economic development, and that the rationale irdéheloped countries shows
the importance of including the role of the peopleéhe process of economic
development either through the private sector, camity development or
through the non-profit sector.

1. INTRODUCTION

Sudan is the largest country in Africa. It is eneédwwith rich natural

resources such as abundant arable land, the laigesin the continent,
the Nile, and rich mineral resources. Howeversisurrounded with a
number of extremely difficult problems. Some ofdbecan be related
directly to socio-economic difficulties such as pdy, urbanization and
unemployment. Others can be attributed to the neacr@omic

imbalance that is reflected in high rates of un@wplent and inflation,

excessive balance of payments deficits and heaby lolerden. These
difficulties, in turn, have created chronic socamromic problems that
are very difficult to solve by the government alone

This article is made up of four sections includihg introduction. In
the second section, the Sudanese economy oveaghfivie decades and
the main problems that hindered its developmenit bvél reviewed. In
the third section, some of the problems that erihe main sectors will
be highlighted. The final section will conclude #mticle.

2. REVIEW OF SUDANESE ECONOMY

Sudan is the largest country in Africa with an aoé2,504,530 square
kilometers. It is bounded by nine countries: Eggpd Libya in the
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North and the Northwest, Ethiopia and Eritrea ie tBast, Kenya,
Uganda, Zaire and Central African Republic in tlout8, and Chad in
the West. All these countries, except Libya, arassified as least
developed countries. Being bounded by nine counmsily explains
the wide divergence in the country’s population. i/hhe language,
culture and traditions of the people in the nonthpart of the country
are Arabic and Muslims constitute 70% of the tqgtapulation, the
language, culture and traditions of the peoplehef southern part are
made up of different ethnic groups where 20% hadégenous beliefs,
5% are Christian and 5% ofther beliefs (Global Studies, 1994, 123).

Sudan is endowed with rich natural resources, oty abundant
arable land {about 2.376 million square kilometefdand and 129,810
square kilometers of watéGurdon, 1984, p.36)} and mineral resources
such as oil, iron ore, copper, chrome, other inthisimetals and,
recently, oil (Global Studies, p.123). It is alsorfous for its long river,
the Nile, which runs from the South to the NorttheTfertile land in
Sudan has been estimated at almost 200 millionafegidvhich led
many scholars to consider Sudan as being potgntla "Breadbasket
of the Arab countries(Gurdon, p.36). At present, only about 60 million
feddans of the fertile land are cultivated whichame that about three
guarters of the fertile land is idle.

The external as well as internal economic problefrSudan during
the last decades will be reviewed through analystagpopulation,
employment and urbanisation, highlighting its ekxteh poverty and
examining its macroeconomic imbalances.

2.1. Population, Employment and Ur banisation

According to statistics, the total population ofd&n increased from 14
million people in 1970 to 20 million people in 198Ad up to 26 million

people in 1990 (International Financial Statistit@98, 812-813. World
Table, 1995, pp.628-629). It was estimated thapthygulation of Sudan
should have reached 30 million by 2002. This mehasit increased at
an annual growth rate of 2.9% (Economic Reportude®, 1997, p.15).
Moreover, an estimation of the age structure in8l8®ows that 45% of
the total population are in the age group of 1-Farg, of which

7,769,266 are male and 7,449,510 are female, a¥di®2he age group

11 Feddan = 1.03 acres.
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of 15- 64, of which 8,818,018 are male and 8,778.d& female. The
remaining 3% are in the age group of 65 years dalvea (Moneim
1998, p.27).

The labor force in Sudan, which is defined to ideluhose between
the ages of 15 to 64, constituted about 52% oftdi@ Population in
1998, (Economic Report of Sudan, 1992/93, p.17wbich 15% are
estimated to be unemployed (Economic Report of Suii@97, p.23).
2.3 million of the labor force are in the urbanaad€1.9 million males
and 0.4 million females), and 6.7 million in thealareas (4.7 million
males and 2 million females) (lbid, pp.17-22). Tehdigures indicate
three facts. First, most of the labor force is @mrated in the rural
areas since about 70% of the labor force is engagéle agricultural
sector. Second, a higher proportion of women ialrareas are engaged
in the labor force than those in the urban arehgdT66% of the total
population are non-productive. This shows that al@million people
are the active labor force, and these are the whessupport more than
three times the number of children, women and elopte. To put it in
another way, there are about 19 million people udeh who form an
economic dependency burden.

In addition, according to the Human Development depf 1999,
Sudan's population will reach 39.8 million by 201Fuman
Development Report, 1999, p.199). Even thoughribisber is not very
high compared to other developing countries, sscBangladesh whose
total population is 124 million, Indonesia (200 loi), India (962
million), Nigeria (118 million) and Egypt (60 miin) in 1997, the
increase in the population will exert further presson the already
existing problems if they are not solved.

Another major problem is urbanization that has peated rapidly
over the last three decades. The last decade wédes faster shift of
population from rural to urban areas. This is dleardicated in table 1
below.

Table 1. Urban Population Increase from 1974 to 2015

1974 | 1984 | 1994 19968 201p
Total population (million) 15 21 26 29 40
Urban population (million) 3 4.2 7 11 20
Urban population (% of total) 18.4 20.8 24 33 5p

Source:World Table, pp630-631.International Financial Statistics p814-815 and
Human Development Report 1999.
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As shown in the above table, the increase in th@mpopulation
from 3 million in 1974 to 4.2 million in 1984 wa®mnsignificant. This
can be attributed to the fact that most of the greent programs were
conducted in the agriculture sector during thaetiamd the majority of
the population was engaged in that sector. Howedere to the
economic problems, which started in the middleha 1980s, and the
drought problem, which hit both the northern aslvesl the western
regions, the great majority of people started tgrate from rural to
urban areas seeking security, shelter and schaolghkir children.
Hence, the urban population increased from 4.2ionilin 1984 to 7
million in 1994, and further to 11 million in 199&nd if the trend
continues, the number is expected to increaseduti 20 million by
2015.

The increase in the number of people migrating friten rural to
urban areas aggravated the economic situatione Sndan depends on
traditional means in the agricultural sector, implies a higher demand
for labor force in this sector. However, the migratof people from
rural to urban areas decreased the labor forcehis gector and,
therefore, its output. This forced the Governmeniniport more food
which, in turn, decreased the government budgeqwima, 1999).
Furthermore, the increase in the number of peaplthé urban areas
creates an enormous demand for new infrastructacgities such as
water supply, electricity, transportation, housimmd social services
such as hospitals and health centers, schoolggeslland universities,
besides providing jobs for the new comers. All ehpat another burden
on the Government which already has limited funaid debts to settle
first.

2.2. Extent of Poverty in Sudan

The increase in poverty in Sudan is attributechlower rate of growth
and the lack of anti-poverty programmes. In the,pthe attention was
not directed to enhancing human development andcined poverty or
protecting the environment to ensure sustainabilibstead, it was
focused only on one sector, namely agriculture, ctyhiin turn,
contributed to the slower rate of growth. We do ety the importance
of the agricultural sector in the contribution teetSudanese national
economy, but we believe that equal attention t@wo#ectors is needed
as well so as to enhance the living standards efpdople and the
country.
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According to the statistics, Sudan has the higlpestentage of
population who live in poverty. In 1994/1995, it svastimated that
about 85% of the total population, i.e. almost 2&8lion people
(Hogendorn, 1996, cover page) were living in poxethough the last
decade showed an improvement in the Gross Natieraduct (GNP)
per capita, the human development index (HDI), dikpectancy at birth
and access to safe water to population in Sudarrl\evelopment
Report, 1998/99. Hogendorn, p. 136), are still veny compared to
other countries as shown in the following table.

Table 2: Economic Indicatorsin Selected Countriesin 1997

Total Per capita Life Human (% Populatio

Country population income | expectancydevelopmenwith access {

(millions) | (US$) at birth index safe water
Qatar 0.6 18.079 74 0.781 83
Kuwait 1.8 14.054 75 0.833 97
Egypt 64.7 1.200 66 0.616 84
Saudi Arabia 20.1 6.6663 71 0.812 88
Turkey 63.7 3.130 69 0.782 73
Syria 14.9 4.530 72 0.834 88
Malaysia 21.7 4.530 72 0.834 89
Sudan 27.7 290 55 0.475 60

Sources: United Nations, United Nations DevelopmdPtogramme, Human
Development Report, 1998 and 1999.

From the above table we note that Sudan has thesloper capita
income ($290) compared to Qatar ($18,079) or Kuw@&i4,054).
Moreover, the human development index in Sudanige sery low
(0.475) compared, for example, to Malaysia (0.834Kuwait (0.833).
In addition, Sudan is also listed as the lowesnhtguto have access to
safe water for the whole population, although & ki@e longest river in
Africa. Furthermore, life expectancy at birth indan is still low (55
years) compared to Kuwait (75 years) or Qatar @arg).

Moreover, poverty in Sudan threatens the enviroringnce it
causes desertification, poor sanitation and unsater. It has been
reported that in 1993 (Salih, 1998, pp.31-32), #rea affected by
desertification in Sudan was about 12,259,800 sgkidgometers, which
is almost 50%of the total area of the country. And the peopl®wlere
affected by desertification are estimated to be 8@fothe total
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population in 1993. This is due to the fact thastraf the wooded areas
around towns have been stripped for many reasarseXample, poor

people usually cut down trees for wood and chareoal sell them as
fuel as part of making their living. Besides, lameas of forests have
been transformed into farmland, which resulted rioreéasing desert
areas. Moreover, breeding animals over grazing slaal$o causes
desertification. In addition, many people in rusaas use trees to build
their houses and fences (Cater, 1986, p.8). Afl Has resulted in the
loss of trees, forests and shrubs acting as buffgesnst dry weather
which can lead to severe droughts. In addition,vilag people live in

rural areas also threatens the environment as Ity sanitation and

safe water supplies. For example, most of the peaple in the rural

areas are settlers in squatters and slum settlenséoated near dumps
and drainage areas due to poor infrastructure. Mere the great

difficulty in getting adequate supplies of cleantevdorces them to store
it in open containers for their daily use. Thiswewer, affects their

health as stagnant water kept in open containes limng time increases
the risk of pollution. In addition, the use of ufesavater causes
communicable diseases such as diarrhea which haeased the

incidence of mortality (El-Tijani, 1995, p.54).

2.3. M acr oeconomic | mbalance in Sudan

The economy of Sudan is classified as developimgesit depends
totally on the agricultural sector which, in tuaepends on traditional
means. Being an agriculture-based economy, thitorsés the most
important among all other economic activities. 8ingaining
independence in 1956, Sudan has practiced diff@@miomic systems:
the socialist, the communist and the capitalisblider to develop the
country and alleviate poverty depending on this@e&lowever, despite
practising these different economic systems, Sudastill one of the
developing countries which has suffered from a gkly economic
performance, high rates of inflation, trade defitoiv levels of income
and foreign debt crisis. The beginning of the 199dtmessed the
implementation of the Islamic law as the only systevhich can
improve the situation. This system shows slightgpess towards
developing the country and alleviating its poverty.

As Sudan is famous for its abundant water and ariaold, most of
the development programs which have taken plac&udan were
concentrated on the agricultural sector at largehe Ttotal
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concentration of the successive governments omdhieultural sector
deprived other sectors, such as the industrialyices and social
sectors, from any further development. In additi@tk of domestic
savings and foreign investment slowed the growththef economy.
The economic problems in Sudan started in the 19wk the
beginning of the economic development programs whkvere meant
to develop the agricultural sector on a large seald the industrial
sector on a small scale enough to process theudyrial items. The
main objective of these development programs wasiniprove
Sudan’s position so as to become “self-sufficiantfood and to feed
the Arab countries. Thus, in due course, this walddrease Sudan 's
imports of food from abroad and increase its expaot other Arab
countries, which, in turn, would increase its hatdrency reserves.
To fulfill these programs, heavy borrowing from éayn countries
started from the beginning of the 1970s. Due tdtipgal as well as
administrative and weather problems, Sudan continadorrow from
abroad till the debt became a heavy burden on hoalders of the
Sudanese Government (Awad, 1992, pp. 74, 111-144i, 1984,
pp.9-31). As can be seen from Table 3, in 1973,débkt was only
about $564.4 million. It continued to increase hes tevelopment
program continued till it reached more than $16idnl in 1995.
Furthermore, with the coming of each new governnard with the
intention of developing the country, more foreigmpital was
borrowed again. It has been estimated that by tideo¢ the year 2000
the total external debt reached $20 billion (Taqwi@99, p.211) due
to the increment of interest on loans and the meeeof imports of
equipment for refining oil, in addition to the contation of funding
development programs such as constructing new lagbwimproving
the railways and the airport, and building morepitads.

Table 3: Sudanese External Debt
(Million U.S. Dollars)

1973 1975 1980 1985 1995 200')

External debt| 564.4| 1,598.% 15,1632 9,17.2 16,32800000

Source: World Tables (London: The Johns Hopkinsvesity Press, 1995), 623-631.
The World Bank, World Development Indicators, (AS.The World Bank, 1999),
256.
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The inability of the Sudanese Government to repagebts allowed
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to interféneSudanese policies
in 1978. Thus, it forced Sudan to devalue its maicurrency by 25%
against the hard currencies (Hussein, 1988, pfg554Awad, pp. 111-
114). As this devaluation continued, the Sudanesen®® deteriorated
against the hard currencies. Table (4) shows hieaéxchange rate of the
Sudanese Pound per U.S. Dollar deteriorated fr@h it 1975 to 2.30
in 1985. In 1990, the exchange rate deteriorated30, and it continued
to do so till it reached 2,500 in the year 2000e Tig jump in the
exchange rate in the last decade was due to teealikation of the
Sudanese Pound against the U.S. Dollar and thealisation of all
commodity prices. Moreover, the rate of inflatiocieased from 0.80%
in 1987 to 100% in 1989 (El-Tijani, 1995, p.1) amuto 150% in 1994
(Global Studies, 123). This caused a wide gap bEtwacomes and
prices.

Table 4. Sudanese Pound per U.S. Dollar from 1975 to 2000

1975 1980 1985 1990 199% 2000

Exchange rate 0.35 0.5Q 2.3 4.50 580.8 2,300

Source: International Monetary Fund, InternatioR@ancial Yearbook, (Washington,
Publication Services, IMF, 1998). 812-815.

In addition, the trade balance of Sudan recorddéiditdeover the last
two decades. As shown in Table (2.5), the tradarza deficit was $
438.0 million in 1980 and continued to increasentore than $ 1.3
billion in 1998.

Table5: Trade Balance from 1977 to 1998
(Million U.S. Dollars)

1977 1980 1985 1990 199% 1998

Exports -- 689.4| 4442 326.5 5557 5937
Imports -- 1,127.4 579.0 | 648.8| 1,066.p1,924,6
Trade balance 14.1 -438/,0 -134.8 -322.3 -510.3 248l

Source: International Monetary Fund, InternatioR@lancial Statistics Year Book,
(Washington, Publication Services, IMF, 1998), &l4.
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The deterioration of the trade balance, as shovavggbvas due to
the decrease in exports of agricultural produamf$s 689.4 million in
1980 to $ 326.5 million in 1990. This was attrimitéo natural
conditions which occurred within this period andieth affected the
agricultural sector at large. Despite the incréasexports from $ 326.5
million in 1990 to $ 595.7 million in 1998 due tbet improvement
in the agricultural sector which took place durihg last decade and
to the recent discovery of gold (Economic ReportSefdan, 1997,
p.165), trade balance continues to record defiditss is because the
import of machinery and refinery equipment for teraction of oil
increased the value of imports from $ 658.8 milliori990 to $ 1,924,6
million in 1998, which exceeded exports and heree fo a trade
deficit.

Another major problem which added to the econonmsis in
Sudan, was the political unrest in the southerngfathe country, which
was created by the British colonialism. The cordtien of this situation
for the last decades has destroyed most of themesein the rural area
of the south, besides rendering entire communh@seless. Some of
them have crossed the border into neighboring cmsntsuch as
Ethiopia, Zaire, Uganda and Kenya, while othersehascaped to the
northern part of Sudan (El-Tijani, p.2). This adda®ther burden to the
economic problems in Sudan since the Governmentohsisend most of
its budget on this war.

A further problem, which also deepened the econasiti@tion in
Sudan, was the drought which hit the northern ab agethe eastern
parts of the country. In the 1980s, this drougiféciéd almost 90% of
the country’s agricultural crops (lbid, 1). In amioi, it accelerated
migration to urban areas. This, in turn, reducesl Ibor force in the
agricultural sector from 77% of the total populatio 1970 to 73% in
1980 and further to 70% in 1990 (lbid, 30. Tagwim, 253), and
increased their number in the urban areas, as wsdioned above, a
matter which created another problem to accommadtiata.

3. PROBLEMSIN KEY SECTORSIN SUDAN
The economic problems mentioned above contribwtede reduction of

the Government’s budget. This, in turn, affectdaeotkey sectors such
as the agricultural, industrial, social and sersisectors.
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3.1. Agricultural Sector

The agricultural sector in Sudan is the most pidngeof all economic
activities employing about 70% of the labour fofbtoneim, p. 117). Its
contribution to the Gross National Product (GNRjcreed 48% in 1998
(Ibid, 257). Exports of this sector increased t&o676f which cotton,

sesame, arabic gum, sorghum, sheep and lamb coedtithe most
(Ibid, 117. Economic Report of Sudan 1992.93, pf24p The main
destinations of Sudanese exports are Saudi Ardméed Kingdom,

Egypt, Italy, Germany, USSR and China (E.l.U. 1992)

The types of agriculture in Sudan are classifigd iree groups:
mechanised, irrigated and traditional. The totakaarunder the
mechanised scheme is about 10 million feddangrrigated agriculture
scheme about 4 million feddans and the traditis@deme about 17
million feddans of cultivated areas (Al-Harran, pp6-70).

Even though most of the attention of all governméntSudan was
given to promoting and developing the agricultueetsr in order to
meet the demand of the Arab countries, this sefetited to reach its
targets. Between 1982 and 1985, the rates of digniewgrowth recorded
negative values of —7.6%, -2.5% and —23.6% respaygt(lbid, p.164).
Due to the implementation of a new policy to enkatids sector, the
rate of growth was shifted from negative to positiduring 1990-1998,
it recorded rates of 4.2%, 31.5%, 26.4%, 13.1%8%7.9.3%, 9.7%,
12.2% and 8.3% respectively (Economic Report ofadud 996, p.55).
This success made Sudan self-sufficient in foodwéler, due to a
number of problems, which still face this sectoe, mote that the rate of
growth decreased from 31.5% in 1991 to 8.3% in 1998

Although Sudan has a very large area of fertiled lah about 200
million feddans, only 60 million of them are culited. Besides, there
should be no problem of irrigation since Sudan thaslongest river in
Africa, the “Nile”. But due to many problems, whidace this sector,
only a small quantity of water is used to irrigaités small portion of
cultivated land. Some of the major problems whiabef this sector are
the shortage of funds for developing it. For examphe shortage in the
maintenance of the basic irrigation facilities aygted the situation.
This in turn decreased cultivation in the irrigatadd from 4 million
feddans in 1986-87 to 2.5 million feddans in 1988(Baqwin, p.252).
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This sector also faces difficulty in distributiniget agricultural products
due to bad infrastructure facilities such as inadég transportation and
insufficient storage facilities (lbid, pp. 251-5R®)joreover, difficulties in
marketing agricultural products, due to lack ofessh centers to assist
the farmers to improve their management, also dsereprofits and
production (lbid, see also al-Suba’l, 1987, p.20h addition,
the shortage of agricultural machinery has encadagraditional
methods (Tagwim, pp.251-52. The World Bank, 1999,26) to be
used and hence weakened the productivity in tresoseFurthermore,
the migration of farmers during bad weather coodgi also
affected cultivation, since large areas of fertiends were left
uncultivated.

3.2. Industrial Sector

In Sudan, the industries are mostly in the smallessector and they
provide the intermediary and industrial needs ohufiactured goods.
The contribution of this sector to the GNP was 1i8%973. However,

due to the economic problems which faced Sudanemeal and the
industrial sector in particular, the contributiohtiee industrial sector to
the GNP fell to 8% in 1981 and dropped further & %1 1985

(Moneim, p.99). This sector employs only 10% of tlabor force

(Economic Report of Sudan 1996, p.22) while in Egyemploys 22%

and in Malaysia 23% (United Nations, 1999).

The present government succeeded in enhancingébi®r during
the last decade by implementing different policiesch as importing
material needed in the process of manufacturingriter to meet local
consumption needs and export the surplus. Thisnammreased the
contribution of the industrial sector to 17.5% d¢letGNP in 1992
(Tagwim, p.321). Among the most important industriare sugar,
textiles, vegetable oil, soap, cement, shoes atdly| petrol refining
and electronic equipment such as telephones, radimeos and
televisions (Ibid, pp. 325-333). However, due te gnoblems facing this
sector, its contribution to the GNP decreased t@l%6in 1993 and
further to 15% in 1997 (Ibid, pp.321-322, see &sonomic Report of
Sudan, 1997, p.54). Among the major problems whacled this sector
were: lack of production input and spare partsgtéteal shortage, lack
of skilled workers due to either scarcity of teafahieducation or the
migration of skilled workers to Arab countries.
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3.3. Social Sectors (Health and Education)

In Sudan, there is also a greater realisation@itigent need to improve
efficiency in the social sectors such as healthe cand education.
Despite the policies which the present governmeddpted in the
beginning of the 1990s to improve these sectong stik face problems.

First, Sudan is one of the developing countriesctiguffer from
poor health care. Although the present Governmerst paid much
attention to this sector, the latter still facesngn@aroblems that require
more attention from both people and Government. Budhe new
policy, which came in during the 1990s to strengtlieis sector, the
number of general hospitals increased from 219BR1to 261 in 1996.
Specialised hospitals increased from 19 in 19923adn 1996. Health
centers increased from 470 in 1992 to 667 in 1¥9@&y units increased
from 50 in 1992 to 67 in 1996. Blood banks increlaem 33 in 1992
to 39 in 1996. Clinics increased from 1344 in 19621453 in 1996
(Economic Report of Sudan, 1997, p.23, Tagwim, p.¥Moreover, the
number of medicine industries increased from 7980Lto 14 in 1998
(Tagwim, 455). Regardless of all these improvemehéslth care in
Sudan is very weak for many reasons. Life expegtandirth in Sudan
increased from 42 years in 1970 to 55 years in 1987 this increase is
still considered as average. The infant mortahte decreased from 107
per 1,000 live births in 1970 to 73 per 1,000 lughs. The under-five
mortality rate also decreased from 177 per 1,088 hirths in 1970 to
115 per 1,000 live birth in 1997, which is stilghi Maternal mortality
rate was 660 per 100,000 live births in 1990. Mwuezp underweight
children under the age of five made up 34% of tygubation from 1990
to 1997 (For statistic please refer to Human Dgwalent Report 1999
and World Development Indicators, 1999).

Another serious problem regarding the health sant@udan is that
this sector is the responsibility of the governmatine. And if the
government suffers from limited funds, this will tamatically be
reflected in a decrease in budget for this sedftbe insufficiency of
funds in this sector has created many problemsst,Fmigration of
doctors and nurses to Arab countries where theyigéer salaries and
lead a better life. This creates a situation wiierevery 10,000 patients
there is one general doctor and 7 nurses, andviy &0,000 patients
there is one specialised doctor (see, Human Dernedap Report, 1999,
147 and Al-Ard al-Igtisadi 1997, 22). Second, tlaekl of qualified
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doctors as witnessed by the recent doubling ofestiedin Sudanese
medical universities (Adil Bayomi, “Looking Afterdation: Health and
the Economy”, Sudanow, Nov. 1998, 34). Third, shgetin hospital
beds. For example, for every 400 patients thenig one bed (Ibid).
Fourth and above all these, the poor standardviofigliof people is the
main cause of the health problems. For exampleplpem the rural
areas live in straw and mud houses which provideritght conditions
for breeding mosquitoes, carriers of malaria. Muezp 30% of the
population lack access to health services and 4@% dgood sanitation.
In addition, 27% of the population lack access ga& and clean water
supply. This forces them to store water in contairier a long period of
time until the water becomes stagnant and contaedngAl-Tijani,
p.54. Human Development Report, 1999, p.147). A#se indicate
serious problems facing the health sector in Sudmecially the health
of the poor.

Second, education in Sudan is classified into gdneducation,
which includes kindergarten, primary and secondahpools, and higher
education which includes colleges, higher instgutand universities.
The new regime tried in 1990 to enhance the edutagector and
eradicate illiteracy by declaring the aim of aclvigveducation for all by
2000. It succeeded in that endeavour to a certdang however, there
remain some of the problems that need to be tacKled beginning of
the 1990s witnessed many conferences which wereducted to
improve the education system in Sudan at all levEt® aim of these
conferences was to make education possible fortredl Sudanese
regardless of their age. This new policy succeededducing illiteracy
from 72% in 1992 to 47% in 1997 (Taqwim, p.434).

The steps that have been taken by the present @Gueet to
improve the education system in Sudan are: firdycation at the
primary level has become a must in all states ofa8lwand consequently
increased the number of acceptance of studentotih public and
private schools, to 90%. This has been accompaydtie demand for
more schools and teachers. As the number of steidecrieased from 2
million in 1989 to more than 3 million in 1997, thember of schools
increased from 7720 in 1989 to 13219 in 1997, drad of teachers
increased from 51520 in 1989 to 106894 in 1997(1pi442). Second,
for the secondary level which is divided into acadeand art education
(public and private), the number of students, stshaod teachers also
increased. The number of academic schools incrdased578 in 1989
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to 1382 in 1997, and art schools increased fronin65992 to 89 in
1996. The number of teachers in academic schooteased from 6766
in 1989 to 13637 in 1997, and the number of teach®erart schools
increased from 663 in 1992 to 1333 in 1996. The memof students in
academic schools increased from 251074 in 198906979 in 1997,
and that of students in art schools increased fROM63 in 1992 to
27333 in 1996 (lbid, p.448). Third, for the higheducation, which
includes private as well as public education, theaber of acceptance of
students increased from 6080 in 1989 to 40310 iA71M the 48
universities, higher institutes and colleges adiuaid the states of Sudan
(Ibid, pp.425-430).

Though the Government succeeded in increasing tireber of
schools, students and teachers at all levels afaiun, this sector still
faces many problems. These can be grouped into goints. First,
public education is the responsibility of the Gowaent, and at the same
time the Government suffers from a shortage of surithis has created
many problems, especially when the Government veasefl to cut
expenditure in this sector to meet the needs aénirgroblems such as
natural crises. This has reduced school budgetsithturn, reflected on
the reduction of teachers’ salaries and the ingbth provide good
education facilities (Cater, p.28). Second, theratign problem of both
students and teachers. Due to natural and politicathlems in Sudan,
thousands of students travelled from affected ateahe capital city
searching for security, shelter, food and educat{®viol, p.47).
Moreover, the emigration of skilled teachers abr¢Baqwim, p.429),
due to low salaries, has lowered the standard efatn. Besides, the
shortage of education centers to train teachesbvugus since there are
only 7 education centers all over the states ofa8ugbid). Third, the
doubling of students in higher education, as meetib above, has
created a situation where the majority of the sttglare deprived of the
chance to be well educated.

3.4. The Services Sector

The services sector is the second most importartheneconomy of
Sudan after the agricultural sector. It provides Hasic infrastructure
services, such as transport facilities, electrieihd communication, to
the country. Although the present Government plagegreat role in
improving this sector, the latter's contribution titee GNP decreased
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from 44% in 1992 to 37% in 1997 (Economic Report Sididan
1992.1993-1997, pp. 81 and 82). This was due toynm@oblems,
inherited from previous periods. TransportationSodan includes a
variety of modes of transport, such as railway spemt, river and sea
transport, and transport by air. Although the Goweent tried to
enhance this sector in recent decades, it stitiseeore to be done. For
example, it suffers from shortage of capital, whishreflected in poor
infrastructure facilities such as bad transporilitees and lack of paved
roads. According to the World Bank (World Developréndicators,
1999, p.304), only 36.3% of the roads in Sudanpareed with asphalt,
which is a very low percentage if compared to thatédl Kingdom
(100%), the United Arab Emirates (100%) or Singap(87%). This
means that Sudan has a long way to go in pavingigtswvays in order
to connect all regions and make transport by raesiee. Moreover, the
lack of qualified labor worsens the situation irstbector and the lack of
storehouses to store transported or imported gadds a further burden
(Economic Report of Sudan, 1997, pp.84-86).

Although the Government is trying to enhance théster by
establishing a new company known as “Sudatel” tiit faces many
problems such as lack of funds and the inabilitgttoact investors (Ibid,
94). This is reflected in the lack of adequate camitation facilities.
For example, Sudan has a shortage in one of tha mgsortant
communication facilities. In 1997, it was reportbdt there were only 4
main telephone lines per 1,000 people which is iy genall number
compared with Saudi Arabia which had 117 linesii#0 people or the
United Kingdom which had 540 or Singapore which @ in the
same year. Also fax machines in Sudan amountedljoG4 per 1,000
people and personal computers to 1.1 while in Sardbia these
numbers amounted to 8.2 and 43.4 and in the Ukitegdom 33.8 and
242.4, respectively (World Development Indicatat999, p.308). All
this indicates the need to introduce advanced nmétion technology to
the country if Sudan wants to explore its econowitivities much
further than presently.

Electricity in Sudan is generated by heat energy lanetic energy.
Due to the improvements which have been made dtinedast decade,
electricity generated by heat energy increased #66kw/h in 1990 to
109698kw/h in 1997. Electricity generated by kioetdhergy increased
from 958 in 1990 to 105357 kw/h in 1997 (EconomapBrt of Sudan,
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1997, p. 75). However, there is a persistent prolbé electrical power
shortages. This problem is due to the followingsoses: shortage of
funds, lack of spare parts and necessary oil asldogtage of qualified
labor (lbid, p.76). The natural problems, such emught or flood add
another burden to this sector. For example, dudiogight periods, the
level of water decreases thus affecting the geloeratf electricity.

During flood periods, the mud also affects the gatien of electricity,

and hence electric power cuts come about. The @moldf electric

power cuts has affected all Sudanese sectors asd ithturn, has
contributed to the reduction in productivity in Basector which has
consequently affected the economy as a whole.

4. CONCLUSION

We note, from the above, that the Sudan is suffjefrom major
economic problems such as unemployment, urbanmsatiade deficit,
shortage of funds, and problems facing all sectois. not possible for
the government to tackle all these problems aloftee experience
within the last decade shows that although thegmteGovernment tried
to solve these problems many obstacles are stilidering the
development of all sectors.

Keeping in mind the Islamic obligation to improveetstandard of
Muslim society, the Government and the people shbel involved in
one way or another in the process of improvingrteeonomy and their
standard of living. So to minimise, if not to ovemee all these
problems, we believe that the institution of wagh @lay a major role in
this regard since its historical background shovesv hmuch this
institution contributed to the Islamic civilisatidsy contributing to the
agricultural, the industrial, the social and thevees sectors. Moreover,
experience in the developed countries shows howaneprofit and the
private sectors succeeded in contributing to th@leyment, social as
well as services sectors.
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